
A F R I C A N  ASSOCIAT I O N  O F  I NTERNATIONAL LA W 
ASSOCIA T I O N  A F R I CA I N E  OE OROIT I NTERNAT I O­
N A L  

The A F R I CAN ASSOC I ATION O F  I NTERNATIONAL LAW was formed i n  1 986 
at the Conference 01'  African I n ternational Lawyers held in Lusaka ,  Zambia ,  from 2 to 

5 April 1 986 .  The African Association of I nternational Law is an independent, non-go­
vernmental, non profit making and academic African associat ion ;  i t  i s  continental wide 
and groups African in ternational lawyers th roughout the whole of Africa, be they in  Go­
vernments, private, academic or in international organisations .  
The Association is headed by Judge Tasl im Olawale Elias (N igeria) , Judge and former 
President of  the I nternational  Court of Justice, as the President and Judge Keba M baye 
(Senega l ) ,  Judge of the I nternational Court of Justice, as the First Vice-President, and 
has eight Vice- Presidents. Dr. Tunguru Huaraka (Namibia) human rights officer in the 
Cent re for Human Rights of the Un ited Nations is the Secretary-General of  the Asso­
ciat ion .  The inaugural Conference also elected by acclamation His Excellency Dr .  K. D. 
Kaunda, President of the Republic of Zambia, the Patron of the Association, and Nel­
son Mandela the Fi rst Life Member, in recognition of their distinguished contributions 
to Africa . 
The objects and purposes of the Association are: to forster the development and dissemi­
nation of  A frican perspectives and practices of international law; to assist in the develop­
ment of  international law, recogn izing the special needs of Africa; to promote the tea­
ching of international law in Africa; and to encourage and co-ordinate research on inter­
national law mainly th rough the establishment of research and study groups on specific 
themes of relevance to Africa . In this regard it has established two research and study 
groups one dealing with refugee law and the other with humanitarian law in Africa. I t  is 
envisaged that now that the A frican Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights has entered 
into force, a research and study group on human rights, to provide a thoroughly resear­
ched framework for the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, will be set 
up soon . 
The Association wil l promote its objects and purposes mostly through its African Year­
book of I nternational Law. The Editor-in-Chief of the African Yearbook of Internatio­
nal  Law is Judge Mohammed Bedjaoui (Algeria), Judge of the I nternational Court of 
Justice . There are also two Executive Editors, one for French and the other for English, 
respectively namely: Prof. J . M. Bipoun Woum (Cameroon), Universite de Yaounde, 
Faculte de Droit et des Sciences Economiques, B .  P. 1 365 ,  Yaounde; Prof. Ebere Osieke 
(N igeria ) ,  Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Jos, P .  M. B .  2084, Jos, N igeria .  There 
are also 1 3  other members of the Editorial Board of the Yearbook .  The Yearbook will 
be bi-lingual and the first volume is expected in the very near future. 
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Apart from the 70 Founding Members, individuals are eligible for Ordinary Member­
ship upon nomination by two members of  regular standing. African law or international 
law societies may aiso be e1igible for Institutional Membership .  
The Secretariat of  the Association is situated in Nairobi, Kenya, under the direction of 
Dr. B .  A.  Godana, Assistant Secretary-General/Treasurer of  the Association . The ad­
dress is as fo l Iows :  Dr. B .  A .  Godana, Chairman, Department of Public Law, Faculty of 
Law, University of  Nairobi, P .  O .  Box 30 1 97 ,  Nairobi, Kenya. The Secretary-General 
of the Association, Dr. Tunguru Huaraka, could be reached at 34, rue du Nant, 1 207 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
The African Association of International Law hopes to establish in  an African country a 
Documentation Centre and the Centre of Studies and Research in International Law. 
This is one of the major tasks of  the Association .  
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